
                                                           An e-news blast of Desert Skies United Methodist Church   June 2, 2020 

   THE SKYLINE 
          This Week At Desert Skies                                                       

                 

This is just a reminder that all in-person 

meetings, small groups, Sunday School, 

Youth Group, social events, and worship 

services will be suspended until further  

notice    

 

We will be meeting On-Line as we follow 

guidelines in order to be a contributing fac-

tor to safety in our local community.  

  

Our worship service goes live at our normal 

worship hours, 8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 11:15 

am, with opportunities to chat with one an-

other before, during, and after the service.           

 

Once premiered, the service is available at 

any time for you to view through the Thurs-

day of that week, which lets you watch it 

during your normal worship time if that 

works for you.  

 

After that, the sermon is available through 

the link on our website or on our you tube 

channel.  

       

         The link for our worship services is 

   https://desertskiesumc.online.church 

 

               Bible Readings This Week  

 

June 02-Prov. 22-24; Rom. 14  

 

June 03-Prov. 25-27; Rom. 15   

 

June 04-Prov. 28-29; Ps. 60; Rom. 16 

  

June 05-Prov. 30, 31; Ps. 33; Eph. 1 

 

June 06-Ecc. 1-3; Ps. 45; Eph. 2  

June 07-Ecc. 4-6; Ps. 18; Eph. 3 

 

June 08-Ecc. 7-9; Eph. 4 

                            Celebrating Pentecost Sunday      
 
Sunday we joined together (from home) as a Conference for a Pentecost  
Worship Service and wore RED! May we all have a revival of Christ's Spirit 
as we live through challenging times.    

          Bob and Julie Jenkins                     Nancy and Ken Winkelmann 

                                            Prayer Requests 

Just a friendly reminder that if you have a prayer request, please email Pat 

Walker at msnodle@aol.com or click this link:  

                                                                   https://desertskiesumc.org/contact/    

             Pentecost Pinwheels  

Here are some pictures of Pentecost Pinwheels 
from the Ruggieri kids. 

Thanks so much for the craft and thanks to Paige McDowell for all of 
the cute virtual camp ideas.      
                                       Best, Amy Courson-Ruggieri 

https://desertskiesumc.online.church/
mailto:msnodle@aol.com
https://desertskiesumc.org/contact/


            The Desert Southwest Conference Mission Project for 2020:   

     Providing Water for the Navajo Nation During the COVID-19 Crisis  

This year’s Annual Conference Mission Project is to receive donations that will be put toward  

providing water where it is needed on the reservation. While we understand that many of us 

                                      have experienced furloughs or job lay-offs, we also understand the mission heart of the Desert 

                                      Southwest Conference.  

 

       Why should the people of the Desert Southwest Conference concern themselves with the Navajo Nation?  

 

Among the many reasons: we are a people of faith who care for the vulnerable; many of our churches send work 

teams to sites on the reservation for hands-on mission trips; and we engage in ministry on the reservation, from  

Bible studies near Page to the United Methodist Church presence in concert with the Four Corners Ministry. 

Your donation can be made electronically or by post mail. Please remember to indicate that this is for AC Mission  

Project 2020: Water!  

You can donate online at: https://desertskiesumc.org/donate/    

 

or you can send your check by post mail to Desert Skies-checks made payable to Desert Skies UMC and in the 

memo indicate: AC Mission Project 2020: Water!       

 

If you have any questions about your donation, please contact Larry Dunlap.  

 

To read the full article~ 

  
If you have any questions about the AC Mission Project 2020, please contact Billie K. Fidlin, Director of Outreach & Justice, Desert 

Southwest Conference at # 602-705-5797 (cell phone). Just leave a message and he’ll return your call soon.  

Click here for article 

                                  Stay-at-Home Stories 

Susan Mallory is another step closer to her goal of earning a Ph.D in nursing research. She still has a 
long way to go, but the Covid-19 stay-at-home order allowed Susan to complete two more prerequisites 
toward her Masters from Pima Community College.  

 
Susan and her daughter Denise are both taking classes and each came away with a solid GPA that landed them both in the 
National Honor Society. Susan first earned her nursing certificate in 1973 and retired in 2010. Regarding the pandemic, 
Susan says all hospital personnel should be commended for their hard work, but she believes the real heroes are the hospital 
housekeeping crews who handle the constant sanitizing duties that keep people safe. 

               A Warm Welcome To Our Associate Pastor Rev. Susan Holden 
     
                      There is no greater adventure than building the kingdom of God! 

This is an exciting time for Desert Skies as we prepare to receive our new Associate Pastor! There is  
plenty for everyone to do and I will be the contact person during this transitional period, and I will need 

lots of prayer and help with preparations. Below, I’ve listed a few things you could do, but please contact me if you have 
other ideas for receiving and celebrating the arrival of our new Associate Pastor, Rev. Susan Holden and her husband, Joe. I 
want us all to be excited about the upcoming addition to our pastoral staff. But if you have concerns about this, please reach 
out to me so that I may include you in my prayers. 

       *Continue to pray daily for Desert Skies’ transition.        
*Write welcome letters/cards for our new Associate Pastor. 
*Contact me if you want to be involved in planning getting-to-know-you events. 
*Donate gift cards to places such as your favorite restaurant, dry cleaners, or grocery store. 

Gail Remaly, Chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee [SPRC] 
remaly@att.net 

https://desertskiesumc.org/donate/
https://dscumc.org/blog/2020/04/30/water-for-the-reservation/


May 29, 2020 

 

AN URGENT CALL TO ACTION FOR PEOPLE OF FAITH 

Dear Members and Friends of the Desert Southwest Conference, 

 

The violence against George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, and Breonna Taylor, the resultant loss of life, and the sluggish actions to address 

these incidents of racism and injustice, especially against members of the Black community are urgent calls to action. Violence is erupt-

ing because of the frustration and anger we feel when there is continuing occurrence of brutality and death. We grieve that justice is elu-

sive. Attempts at peaceful protests have been ignored and attempts to implement non-violent, lasting change have been futile. But this is 

not a call to action for violent protest or retribution. 

Word is circulating that protests are being planned for communities in our Desert Southwest Conference. You may feel the deep anger 

and frustration welling in your souls as you see the brutality of death on the street. Although you and I are outraged at the racism and 

callous use of force shown graphically in the videos, we must not let our anger and frustration beget more violence, destruction, or death. 

Let us turn our energy and attention to actions that I believe will contribute to a lasting change in our communities. Here is what I am 

encouraging our United Methodists to do: 

 I URGE YOU TO PLEASE STAY HOME and do not participate in protest gatherings that may erupt in violence. Let us not partici-
pate in the perpetuation of a cycle of violence that may create more harm, injury or death, and the needless destruction of property. 

 Call on your legislative leaders to share your anger and frustration. Ask our leaders to work even more fervently to create a more 
just system of affirmation of our United Methodist stance: “We recognize racism as sin and affirm the ultimate and temporal worth of 
all persons.” 

 With the news that there has been an arrest of the perpetrator of the violence against George Floyd, encourage our leaders to pro-

mote justice for the victim and his family. 

 Join me in prayer for peace. Not the “do nothing and hope it goes away” peace; and not just “let those who have died rest in peace.” 

Instead, let us pray that we will confront our own prejudices and words and actions that may intentionally or unintentionally contrib-
ute to racism and pray that we will be a part of the solution for this sin that continues to plague us. 

 Live daily into our Desert Southwest Conference vision that proclaims that we are a courageous church, acting for justice. 

As you receive this letter from me, will you pause to offer this prayer, and will you pray this in some shape or form every day: 

God, our Creator, in these times of incredible anxiety and challenge, we offer a prayer that is not related to the COVID-19 pandemic. It 

is a prayer about another pandemic that has been a scourge on our human family for centuries. We pray for the end of violence and rac-

ism that persists and now threatens to envelope us in the evil of hatred and the sin of violence against other humans. 

Forgive us when we have allowed ourselves to be teased into believing that this sin is no longer.  Help us to realize that we have not yet 

achieved what you have proclaimed, that all persons are created by you and loved by you. Give us the courage to speak and act for jus-

tice for all. We pray especially for our sisters and brothers of color and in the memory of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Tay-

lor and countless others. Amen. 

Praying and acting for justice, 

Bishop Bob 



 

OFF WITH DESERT SKIES  

This Summer! 

********************************************************************************************** 

Summer fun for kids  

hosted by children’s ministries!! 

 

Mark your Calendars….you won’t want to miss out!!  

Get ready for some virtual fun and games with BOLT virtual Vacation Bible School, Compassion 

Camp and Storytime Online. This is a 1 day per week, 14-week program designed to help keep 

us connected to God and our church family. YOU choose the time that works best for you - 

here is the Link for this week’s BlastOff Bolt VBS:   https://youtu.be/TlS8RbOQWi8  

   

 

                            Weeks of May 31, June 7 and June 14 

A Quarantine friendly VBS where families will participate in whacky games, create fun origami and 

learn crazy songs that all serve as a catalyst for deepening their  

understanding of what it means to listen to, focus on, and follow Jesus. 

 

                      

 

Weeks of June 21, June 28, July 5, July 12 and July 19 

The theme is compassion for others, ourselves and the world. This virtual VBS camp  

includes Bible stories, crafts/games, movement activities, mission projects, and a  

communal art project that we will construct collectively when we are together again. 

Weeks of July 19, July 26, August 1, August 8, August 15, August 22, and  

August 29 

Each week a Special Guest reader from our church family will share and read one of their 

favorite children’s books with you. 

Bible Learning And Sharing Together 

https://youtu.be/TlS8RbOQWi8


Our new worship series “At the Movies” begins on Sunday, June 7th and runs through 

Sunday, July 5th. Rev. Susan Holden will preach on our last Sunday.      

Desert Skies At the Movies is a fun summer series where we show movie clips from 
popular current films along with a message that connects each movie with scripture.  
 

                                                        You probably don’t usually look to movies for life lessons, but take our word for it—sit 
back, relax, and hear a different perspective on how popular films can point us toward the gospel and Jesus’ call to  

discipleship. Please make sure to watch the movie “Black Panther” before worship on June 7th!!   
 

June 7th –1st Sunday after Pentecost                                                     June 14th-2nd Sunday after Pentecost     

Sermon: Black Panther : Put Things in Order                                        Sermon: Crazy Rich Asians: Hope Does Not Disappoint Us    

Scripture: Genesis 1:26-2:3; II Corinthians 13:11-13                              Scripture: Romans 5:1-8   

 

June 21st –3rd Sunday after Pentecost (Father’s Day)                         June 28th-4th Sunday after Pentecost     

Sermon: Mary Poppins Returns: Finding Life in Unlikely Places       Sermon: Bohemian Rhapsody: Finding Welcome     

Scripture: Matthew 10:24-39                                                                   Scripture: Matthew 10:40-42  

 

July 5th –5th Sunday after Pentecost-Rev. Susan Holden, preaching                                                     

Sermon: Ralph Breaks the Internet  

Scripture: Matthew 11:25-30  

 

                          The Church is ready for At the Movies….summer worship series to kick off the summer season.  

                                                                                                  

 

      At the Movies 

                                                Online Coffee Hours to Help us Connect!! 

 

Join us for an hour of conversation and whatever drink you prefer and connect with the Desert Skies Church  

Family face-to-face via Zoom Conference Calls. Click on the links below. 

 

Mondays at 10:00 am    

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/95036789720?pwd=bHVwem9OMi9oYjNoK3ZWbDFBZkttQT09 

 

Tuesdays at 9:00 am     

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98799133350?pwd=aE11M016Q1VkcGNzOVdDUFpDSkdWUT09 

 

Wednesdays at 3:00 pm   

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/99809780806?pwd=aVg4RUI0VlZDVEU2bHhvYU1YWHg3UT09 

 

Thursdays at 10:00 am  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98653811783?pwd=aEpVUktQUWFxaVkxTUtjU3JQQUlyUT09 

https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/95036789720?pwd=bHVwem9OMi9oYjNoK3ZWbDFBZkttQT09
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98799133350?pwd=aE11M016Q1VkcGNzOVdDUFpDSkdWUT09
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/99809780806?pwd=aVg4RUI0VlZDVEU2bHhvYU1YWHg3UT09
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98653811783?pwd=aEpVUktQUWFxaVkxTUtjU3JQQUlyUT09


                                                                       ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                         

Next installment of the UMW Newsletter-The latest edition of the UMW newsletter, “The Joyful Noise,” will be on the De-

sert Skies website by Sunday, June 6th. Thanks to everyone who contributed a story.   

Church Attendance-We are in need of a volunteer who would like to help out by entering our Sunday attendance into our data 

base. If you are interested and have some time to spare, please contact Glenda Burdick. Thank you.         

THANK YOU-Desert Skies is truly a joyful and caring community. I want to thank all of you who upon learning of my fall in Syd-

ney, Australia created email lists for updates and prayer chain requests all over the world. I have gotten so many encouraging texts, 

emails, calls, cards and much needed rides to medical appointments.  I’m three months into this journey with two major surgeries and lots 

more physical therapy still ahead. Because of hospital protocols the next surgery may still be at least three months away but know that I 

miss every one of you and can’t wait for the day I can again be at the Welcome Podium, even if it’s in a walker! God is with us every-

where. All His best, Jeann (Best) Fishback  

 

Peace with Justice Sunday-Peace with Justice Sunday is the first Sunday after Pentecost, June 7, 2020. As a connectional church, 

we combine our resources so that we have a larger impact in the world. In 2019, United Methodist churches gave $433,437 toward minis-

tries funded by the Peace with Justice Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous gifts. Fifty percent of the offering remains in the 

annual conference to support local and regional justice efforts, and 50 percent supports justice ministries through the General Board of 

Church and Society. We will worship together online and renew our commitment to resist evil, injustice and oppression on behalf of 

the vulnerable. You can mail in your donation and on your check write  “Peace with Justice Sunday” on the memo line or you can donate 

online at: https://desertskiesumc.org/donate/     

          

                                                             The Upper Room     

                                      Here are some links that might be helpful for you:  
 
 

a PDF file with the entire text of the May/June issue of The Upper Room that you can use. We 
realize many readers are currently reticent or unable to pick up their copy of the devotional guide 
because of the virus or closed church office. 

 

      Morning Prayer via Facebook Live, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 11 a.m. (CT). These 

      guided prayer experiences are archived so you may join us at your convenience if you miss it live. 

           

                                           Prayers for Our Churches 2020  
            You are encouraged to be praying for the churches and pastors of the South District.  

 

Several churches will be listed each month for your prayer covering. It is encouraging to know that other 

churches are praying with and for each other. Please pray for the pastors, congregation, and community.   

                                                                                                      

                                                                                                 JUNE 

                                        Bishop & Staff of the Desert Southwest Conference 

                          Staff & Churches of the: East District, North District and West District 

https://desertskiesumc.org/donate/
https://www.upperroom.org/special-editions
https://www.facebook.com/UpperRoomCenter


                                                                        Update for Church Office 

 

During this season of COVID-19, we are following safety protocol and practicing social distancing. We have tempo-

rarily transitioned to On-Line access and our CHURCH CAMPUS IS CLOSED until further notice!  

 

All phone messages will be checked daily, during office hours: Mon. –Thur. 8:00 am-4:00 pm. If you have an emer-

gency, please email Rev. Candace at (revcandace@desertskiesumc.org) or Doc at (musicdoc@desertskiesumc.org) 

or you can call them on their cell phone (numbers found in your directory).           

                                                        For On-Line worship, please visit our web page at:         

                                                                           www.desertskiesumc.org.       

                                    COVID-19 Resources - Pima County Interfaith  

                   https://www.pimacountyinterfaith.org/covid19_resources  

https://www.pimacountyinterfaith.org/covid19_resources

