
                                                           An e-news blast of Desert Skies United Methodist Church   February 09, 2021 

   THE SKYLINE 
       This Week At Desert Skies                                                       

                 

This is just a reminder that during this 

season of COVID-19, we are following 

safety protocol, practicing physical dis-

tancing.  

 

We are planning some worship opportu-

nities, and we will have all our safety 

protocols in place so you can be assured 

that when you do step onto the campus, 

it is as safe as we can make it, so stay 

tuned!  

 

Please join us on Sunday mornings as 

we continue to offer our On-Line ser-

vices at 8:30 am/10:00 am and 11:15 am 

with opportunities to chat with one an-

other before, during, and after the ser-

vice.  

 

Once premiered, the service is available 

at any time for you to view through the 

Thursday of that week, which lets you 

watch it during your normal worship 

time if that works for you. After that, 

the sermon is available through the link 

on our website or on our you tube chan-

nel.                                                                           

       

 

    The link for our worship services is                                                                             

https://desertskiesumc.online.church 

         Stay tuned for further updates.  

 

Annual Valentine's Collection  
for Casa Maria 

Casa Maria Soup Kitchen serves many of Tucson's underprivileged, now more 
than ever due to effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Early each morning, coffee and donated pastries warm up many of the  
homeless. Soup, 350 bag lunches and food to feed 50 families are provided  
daily.  
 
The Missions and Social Concerns Committee supports Casa Maria monthly by 
providing necessary supplies.  
 

Once a year we invite the Church Family to join us in this 
ministry through your love donations of:  
 

1. Ground Coffee 
2. Sugar  
3. Liquid Hand Soap  
4. Paper Towels. 
 
Drop off any of these items at the Houghton Campus: 
 
Thursday, February 11: Casa Mar ia Box outside church office 9 a.m.- noon 
 
Sunday, February 14: Casa Mar ia Box outside church office 11:30 a.m.- 
                                       12:30 p.m. 
  
For our Vail church family members: 
 
Anytime until February 14th at Barb and Kurt Reuter's home:  
                                                                                  5261 S. Civano Blvd., 85747 
OR: 
  
You may make an online financial donation for the Valentine's Collection 
through our church website Giving drop down menu “Casa Maria” by February 
14th, please, so supplies may be purchased to add to donations collected. 
 
Click here to donate by February 14th: https://desertskiesumc.org/donate/ 
 
Thank you for  your  suppor t of this vital ministry which cares for  our  less 
fortunate neighbors.  

https://desertskiesumc.online.church/






                 Do You Prefer A Personal Lenten Experience  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK THIS LINK TO REGISTER:  

https://urelearning.upperroom.org/p/walking-in-the-wilderness/? 

product_id=2585348&coupon_code=MINISTRYMATTERS 

 

Click:  Register for this eCourse Classroom for $30.00 

 

Click on Apply Coupon Code: add code MINISTRYMATTERS. Select Apply, and class will be dropped to $15.00 

and then you can check out.        

 

Online Reflections 
Available All Day



Any time between Feb. 13 and 19.
It’s EASY!  It’s FUN!  It Tells our STORY!   

Desert Skies Supports Vail Students & Teachers           "Vail Pride Day Fun Walk/Run” 
                     Feb. 13-Feb. 20.   
                                                          
                   Open to anyone, any age!    
                    
             Support Students and Teachers  
                  in the Vail School District! 
  
 
 
 
 
To register, e-mail: office@desertskiesumc.org. There is no cost to participate. You will get an e-mail confirmation that 
you’ve been registered.   
  
Vail Pride Day is an annual celebration of the achievements of Vail School District students and staff. It’s been going for 
over 20 years, and we aren’t letting covid-19 break our stride! 
  
Here’s How: Sometime between Feb. 13th and Feb. 20th, put on your walking/jogging shoes and your Desert Skies T-shirt 
if you have one, and trek for 3.1 miles (as close as you can measure). Take your time, break up the distance across the 
week. Any way you can get those miles in works!  
  
While you’re walking/running, take a picture with your cell phone.  If you have a facebook page, post your picture to the 
“Vail Pride Day Fun Run”  Facebook Page.   
  
If you don’t have a Facebook page or need help, text your photo to Rev. Susan at 702-354-9317.  

         Our Epiphany Worship Series: Hindsight 2020: “Looking Back So We Can Move Forward” runs     

         through Sunday, February 14th.    

How do we transform and transcend our biases? From judgments made unconsciously to complacency in systemic evil, we must learn 

how to see if we are to learn how to transform. After a tumultuous year, can the church have the conversations it needs to have to address 

these biases, so that we might once again be a relevant voice in the world? Based on a podcast series “Learning How to See” with Rich-

ard Rohr, Brian McLaren and Jacqui Lewis , we will learn to discover how seeing is social, political, and contemplative and examine 13 

biases to help us understand why we see the way we do. 

 
February 14-6th Sunday after the Epiphany/Transfiguration Sunday    

Sermon: A New Way of Seeing Jesus 

Scripture: 2 Cor inthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

 

Our Lenten Worship Series: Jesus in Gospel of Mark begins on February 17th, Ash Wednesday, and runs through 

Easter Sunday, April 4th. Stay tuned!!    

                         Children’s “Zoom” Valentine Gathering                                           

                  “All Children are Invited”  to “Celebrating God’s Love” 

Come and join us for the Children’s “Zoom” Valentine Gathering on Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 
am.  We will be celebrating with music, games and a  Bible Story, too! You will also meet our  special guests “Lovey 
and Dovey” Valentine Bears! 

Also, keep an eye out for  a special treat delivered to your home this week!! 

Stay tuned for Thursday’s E-Blast for the “Zoom” meeting information, and hope to see you there!! 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/91242798050?pwd=R0gwZndYZG0zbTZpQnNoQ2ZQeWJSQT09  
Meeting ID: 912 4279 8050  Passcode: 083764 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fdscumc.zoom.us%2Fj%2F91242798050%3Fpwd%3DR0gwZndYZG0zbTZpQnNoQ2ZQeWJSQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3J-lyqRI8TXEvXCwfvvIRs


                                In Memory of Marcus Conway 
 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, the celebration of life for Marcus Conway, who passed on  
December 24, has been delayed.  
 
We are sharing fond memories of Marcus with friends and family until the time comes when 
we can gather together and celebrate her life.  
 
We would like to add your memories of Marcus to this site. Please send photos, memories, 
and stories of her that we can include.  
 
They can be emailed to: mkpalumbo@phoenix-vision.com 
 
We are also making it possible to donate to the United Methodist Women in Marcus’ honor. 
Should you wish to do so, please write a check with UMW-Conway Memorial on the memo  

                                                line, or go to https://desertskiesumc.org/donate/ and find UMW-Conway on the drop down 
                                                menu.  

                                                                           Announcements 
 
Walking Group-Thursdays ~ 7:30 a.m. starting at the entrance to Saguaro National Park, 3693 S. Old Spanish 
Trail. This joyful group invites everyone who wants to get outside for some fresh air, a little exercise, physically distanced 
conversation, and/or some quiet meditation. Walk as long and as far as you wish, usually up to three miles. During Lent, 
those who wish can add a meditation to the walk, which will be sent via text or email on Wednesday evening.  Please 
wear a mask and practice safe physical distancing as we walk. For more information, e-mail Rev. Susan 
at revsusan@desertskiesumc.org .  

Zippy 49’ers Circle Meeting-Wednesday, February 17, 9:30 A.M. Haven’t seen your friends for awhile? Seeing each 
other on Zoom may not be as nice as visiting over breakfast in Fellowship Hall, but it is more enjoyable than you may 
think. We would love to see you at our upcoming meeting. Our discussion will be on Chapter 11, “The Secret of a Lov-
ing Heart: Gratitude,” from Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them. If you don’t have a copy of the book, you 
will still enjoy participating. All ladies are welcome to attend.  
 
Zoom Meeting Link:  
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/97441364002?pwd=WEJyei82STdkU1hVRWg4TlVrUEpkUT09  
Meeting ID: 974 4136 4002  Passcode: 423068 
 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN-will meet via Zoom on Saturday, February 27th, at 9:30 A.M. Our topic this 
month will be of interest to  everyone in our congregation, so MEN and YOUTH are also encouraged to attend. We 
will be hearing from the Southern Arizona chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Illness. The program, “In Our Own 
Voice,” will be presented by two people with mental illness who will talk about living with this disease. The topic is timely, 
as one in five people in Pima County (about 200,000 residents) is dealing with mental health issues. This is a program you 
won’t want to miss. Put the date on your calendar today. 

Zoom Meeting Link:  
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/92700996638?pwd=UER4TlVZOVpNK2c0RGFJSFJMYzVOdz09   

Meeting ID: 927 0099 6638  Passcode: 002919  

  

       Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary to Jim and Bonnie Gompf 

 

If you would like to send a card to Jim and Bonnie (by February 20th) in celebration of 

their 50th Wedding Anniversary, please send cards to… 

                                                                                   Jim and Bonnie Gompf 

                                                                                           226 N. Jacs Pl. 

                                                                                       Tucson, AZ. 85748      

 

    

 

https://desertskiesumc.org/donate/
mailto:revsusan@desertskiesumc.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fdscumc.zoom.us%2Fj%2F97441364002%3Fpwd%3DWEJyei82STdkU1hVRWg4TlVrUEpkUT09&sa=D&ust=1613234775100000&usg=AOvVaw00O582PuhSHAHD4C8r4aD2
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/92700996638?pwd%3DUER4TlVZOVpNK2c0RGFJSFJMYzVOdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1601931801197000&usg=AOvVaw18uMWLwkFDO6K829gE6uKd


                     Online Coffee Hours, Book Studies and Groups via Zoom to Help us Connect!! 
                                            

 
Christ Café-join your friends face-to-face via Zoom each Sunday from 9:15-9:30 and 10:45-11 
                     (immediately following the  services).    
Zoom link: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/94000601494?pwd=YmI0NWZ5K0FlNjhLSGx3a1VrcWp6UT09  
Meeting ID: 940 0060 1494  Passcode: 756768  
 
 
Epiphany Study: “Learning to See Through the Sermon on the Mount.”  

The Sunday morning 9:30 am Zoom group invites you for  an “eye-opening experience” called, “Learning to See 
Through the Sermon on the Mount.” Pairing the work of Jewish New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine, we rediscover 
the essence of the gospel message found in Matthew 5-7.  
 
We pair that discussion with Brian McLaren’s “Learning How to See” Podcast 6:  
                                                                                                          https://cac.org/podcast/learning-how-to-see/ Start with #1 
 
To join on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. use this Zoom link:  
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98182429071?pwd=NTRiZlNIbXhOdC9BS296WUJTRXFHQT09 
Meeting ID: 981 8242 9071 ~ Passcode: 317664   Or Dial In: +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 
Any Questions email Rev. Susan at revsusan@desertskiesumc.org .  

Youth Group: Sundays at 1:00 pm  
Join Zoom Meeting: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/93454802299?pwd=a0sxRHM4WE9IdXJGTlhSbnJJYUhIQT09 
Meeting ID: 934 5480 2299 Passcode: 164946   

 
Mondays at 10:00 am: Coffee Chat-Good morning to all who enjoy a good Coffee Chat!        
From February 8th-22nd, the Monday morning Coffee Chat group will be pondering Creation Care. Join us from 10 - 11am 
as we chew on the following: 
 
Feb. 15th & 22nd-“How to Save the Planet” - podcast  (TBD by coffee klatchers) https://www.stitcher.com/show/560282. 
 
As always, we value our attendees’ ideas, thoughts and participation. We welcome you! 
 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/95036789720?pwd=bHVwem9OMi9oYjNoK3ZWbDFBZkttQT09  
Meeting ID: 950 3678 9720  Passcode: 118760  
 
 
 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am-Epiphany Study: “Learning to See Through the Sermon on the Mount.”  
                                      (see description and study materials needed under Sunday morning study)   
 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/94684294715?pwd=K0xsSnVvTXJidXltSUozbGVBQVZ3dz09  
Meeting ID: 946 8429 4715  Passcode: 098165  
 
 
 
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm-The Wired Word   
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3644843031 
Meeting ID: 364 484 3031 (NO PASSCODE NEEDED)  
Each week we send out two articles for discussion. We encourage people to read the articles before the meeting (although, 
that is not required) so that you can formulate your thoughts and questions and then, present them in an open, non-
judgmental forum for further discussion within the group. 
 
 
Thursdays at 10:00 am-Coffee Chat        
Join Zoom Meeting: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98653811783?pwd=YVFVbFJCbHhzRVZuM2hJVkhOTmliQT09 
Meeting ID: 986 5381 1783   Passcode: 333879  
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/94000601494?pwd%3DYmI0NWZ5K0FlNjhLSGx3a1VrcWp6UT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1597773097336000&usg=AOvVaw0AncGJXeIrU-mOO8hlx5dY
https://cac.org/podcast/learning-how-to-see/
mailto:revsusan@desertskiesumc.org
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/93454802299?pwd=a0sxRHM4WE9IdXJGTlhSbnJJYUhIQT09
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/95036789720?pwd=bHVwem9OMi9oYjNoK3ZWbDFBZkttQT09
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/94684294715?pwd=K0xsSnVvTXJidXltSUozbGVBQVZ3dz09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F3644843031&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw267po8sIUsu_YvXj7O2XY6
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98653811783?pwd=YVFVbFJCbHhzRVZuM2hJVkhOTmliQT09


 

     

                                                         Pima County scheduling vaccines for 70+  

Pima County has just announced they are scheduling COVID vaccinations for all individuals age 70 or older. At this time, 
please register through the Pima County website, here. Pease note that you must schedule for Feb. 8 or later. Please also 
note TMC will be providing the vaccinations in Lot 29. Directions have been attached to this email. 
 
We would also like to inform you the State Retail Pharmacy Program will allocate a limited amount of vaccine directly to 
six pharmacies in Pima County. They are: 

1. Fry’s Food Store 3770 W. Ina Road 85741 in NW Tucson (Registration) 
 
2. Fry’s Food Store 8080 S. Houghton Road 85747 in Vail area (Registration) 

 
3. Fry’s Food Store 15950 S. Rancho Sahuarita Blvd 85629. in Sahuarita (Registration) 

4. Fry’s Food Store 12100 N. Thornydale Road 85658 in Marana (Registration) 

5. Safeway/Albertson’s 260 W. Continental 85622 in Green Valley (Registration) 

6. Safeway/Albertson’s 12122 N. Rancho Vistoso Blvd. 85737 in Oro Valley (Registration) 

The expectation is that local pharmacies will adhere to Pima County’s current 1B.1 prioritization phase, which includes 
those 70 and older. Safeway will vaccinate those in the 70-plus group, although their 300 appointments have been filled. It 

is not known at this time if Fry’s will vaccinate those in the 65-plus age group, which the state allows them to do. 
 

From Pima County: Feb 04, 2021 | Read More News 
 
The Pima County Health Department today announced that it will expand the 1B priority COVID-19 vaccination group to people over 70 
years old. They can start today registering for appointments beginning on Feb. 8 on the Department’s vaccine registration page. 
 
People 70 and older, educators, and people employed in protective services will be able to register for vaccination appointments at Tuc-
son Medical Center, 5301 E. Grant Road, Banner UA Cancer Center, 3838 N. Campbell Ave., Banner UMC-South at the Kino Sports 
Complex, 2500 E. Ajo Way, and the Tucson Convention Center, 260 S. Church Ave. A fifth vaccination center at the University of Ari-
zona, 1200 E. University Ave., is also under consideration. The UA POD is currently restricted to educators. 
 
“We have made a lot of progress over the past six weeks in the 1A and 1B priority groups, vaccinating more than 130,000 people,” said 
Dr. Theresa Cullen, the Health Department Director. “The pace of appointments for educators and protective services has slowed as we 
think we’re nearing saturation of the people in those groups who want to be vaccinated, so we’re opening appointments to 70 and older.” 
 
Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey in January moved up people 65 and older into the 1B priority group. Pima County, however, still restricted 
vaccinations to people 75 and older because they statistically have worse outcomes if they contract COVID-19, and because there are so 
many people in Pima County over age 65 (more than 212,000) allowing them all to register for appointments at once would have crashed 
the registration system. According to the 2019 Census estimate for Pima County, there are more than 54,400 people between the ages of 
70 and 74 in Pima County. 
 
“Were only opening vaccination to 70-plus because we still have a lot of 75+ people to vaccinate and we don’t want to overwhelm our 
registration system or create more demand than we have vaccine supply,” Cullen said.  
 
Vaccinations for people who are 65 to 69 years old may be able to start getting vaccinated by the end of February, depending on vaccine 
availability. 
 
“Vaccine supply is the ultimate limiting factor in how many people we can get vaccinated and how quickly. We are wary of getting too 
far ahead of the available vaccine with our appointments,” said Dr. Francisco Garcia, the County’s Chief Medical Officer and a Deputy 
County Administrator. “It’s hard to estimate how fast we can move to vaccinating 65 to 69 folks because  the state’s system for vaccine 
distribution is opaque, as evidenced by today’s announcement that the state has reduced Pima County vaccine allotment by more than 
12,000 doses next week, going from 29,000 this week to only 17,800 next week.” 
 
For more information about COVID-19 vaccinations, go to the vaccine information webpage, or call 520-222-0119. The Call Center also 
offers registration assistance to those who need it.  

From Your DSUMC COVID Vaccination Team  

https://webcms.pima.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=690372#Age75
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http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dMPWgqiYtNt20OwIUQNbKPSeTj4MQobBOnrno-2Bqhunj5cxyX-2FxlHGIi7AMO4tf9j8fXZ5VqWTS8lO9yCWIaqISo-3DjJNc_U8-2FzRMA8pwK6BcKXi4HrKovgV3DrXq08gZQROQF0etYeZAk5IQpYACq4v2Cofx0JHei6DHaYnEnEklZEzZtOkx-2B29ZCedjV
http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dMPWgqiYtNt20OwIUQNbKPSeTj4MQobBOnrno-2Bqhunj5cxyX-2FxlHGIi7AMO4tf9j8dVOtTGXVn629tlhzhWOmuM-3Dizdt_U8-2FzRMA8pwK6BcKXi4HrKovgV3DrXq08gZQROQF0etYeZAk5IQpYACq4v2Cofx0JHei6DHaYnEnEklZEzZtOkx-2B29ZCedjV


                      January/February 2021Issue of The Upper Room  
We realize many readers are currently reticent or unable to pick up their copy of the devotional guide because of 

the virus or closed church office. If you would like a copy mailed to you, please email Tammy at  

office@desertskiesumc.org with your request or you can use the link below for a digital copy.   

           The Upper Room and El Aposento Alto at https://www.upperroom.org/standingorderchurches.   

                                          Prayers for Our Churches 2021  

 
You are encouraged to be praying for the churches and pastors of the South District. Several churches will be listed 

each month for your prayer covering. It is encouraging to know that other churches are praying with and for each 

other. Please pray for the pastors, congregation, and community.                                                                                       

                                                                         

                                                                                 JANUARY 

                                                                         St. Paul’s UMC, Tucson     

                                                                 San Pedro Valley UMC, Benson  

                                                                            Trinity UMC, Bisbee                                                                          

                                                                           Prayer Requests 

                Just a friendly reminder that if you have a prayer request, please email Pat Walker at  

                  msnodlepray@gmail.com  and/or click this link: https://desertskiesumc.org/contact/    

                                                        Bible Readings                
Feb. 09-Lev. 10-12; Acts 16 

Feb. 10-Lev. 13, 14; Acts 17 

Feb. 11-Lev. 15-17; Acts 18  

Feb. 12-Lev. 18, 19; Ps. 13; Acts 19 

Feb. 13-Lev. 20-22; Acts 20   

Feb. 14-Lev. 23, 24; Ps. 24; Acts 21 

Feb. 15-Lev. 25; Ps. 25-26; Acts 22 

          

If you would like a bookmark mailed to you for the months of January, February and March, please 

email Tammy at office@deser tskiesumc.org with your request and one will be mailed to you.                             

                                         ELF MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY   
                                     EMERGENCY FOOD BOXES AVAILABLE!!  

The DSUMC ELF Ministry is available to the Tanque Verde and Vail communities and beyond because of the generosity 

of our Desert Skies Church Family and friends. We also need your help to identify any families or individuals in our com-

munities that need emergency food assistance. Your contacts for getting one or more food boxes are: 

 

Tucson - Mary Jo Floyd, 478-320-1780 or maryjofloyd39@gmail.com   

Vail - Rev Susan, 702-354-9317 or revsusan@desertskiesumc.org  

You may pick up a food box and deliver it personally or provide us with the contact information, and we will arrange for 

the pick up or delivery. 

 

The blue ELF Ministry donation bin will continue to be in front of the church office from 9 a. m. until noon on  

Monday. THANK YOU, DESERT SKIES FAMILY!  

https://upperroom.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b5f1dafae8900da3ef72c04d&id=a362190a1b&e=0eaedf08b3
mailto:msnodlepray@gmail.com
https://desertskiesumc.org/contact/
mailto:maryjofloyd39@gmail.com
mailto:revsusan@desertskiesumc.org


                                    COVID-19 Resources - Pima County Interfaith  

                   https://www.pimacountyinterfaith.org/covid19_resources  

                                                                Update for Church Office 

 

During this season of COVID-19, we are following safety protocol and practicing physical distancing. Currently, our 

office staff is still working from home.    

 

 

Tammy checks all front office phone messages/emails (office@desertskiesumc.org) daily, during office hours: Mon-

day-Thursday: 8:00 am-4:00 pm.  

 

 

If you have an emergency, please email~  

Rev. Candace: (revcandace@desertskiesumc.org) 

Rev. Susan:       (revsusan@desertskiesumc.org)  

Doc:                     (musicdoc@desertskiesumc.org)  

 

or you can call them on their cell phone (numbers found in your directory). For On-Line worship, please visit our 

web page at: www.desertskiesumc.org.       

https://www.pimacountyinterfaith.org/covid19_resources

