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Hello from Adele

The weather is warming up and Easter is around the corner. We had two
great presentations - in February with Emerge — Center Against Domestic
Abuse and in March when our Desert Skies Youth talked about the Youth
program and what they are learning about God.

Our UMW is now on our summer break. There will be no more general
meetings until Fall, but Circles will be active. You will get the newsletter
and there may be a summer activity. Details will be in the Skyline.

May God bless you, your loved ones, and all in need. ~ Adele Edwards,
President of Desert Skies United Methodist Women

Helping Hands Hygiene Kit Project

For the past twenty years a hygiene kit project has been sponsored by
United Methodist Women, making a difference to thousands of people
in need of assistance. Initially, Julie Jenkins proposed the idea of
providing the kits, and five organizations were selected: Youth on Their
Own (YOTO); Tucson Metropolitan Ministry (TMM); St. Luke’s Home; the
Brewster Center (now part of Emerge); and Interfaith  Community
Services (ICS). A cadre of volunteers, led by Joan French, gathered
once a month to prepare the kits with shampoo, conditioner,
deodorant, a toothbrush, toothpaste, razors, shaving foam, soap, lotfion,
a comb, band-aids, and a nail file or clippers. These items were placed
in zip lock bags and delivered monthly to each organization.

Eight or nine years ago the coordination of this project was taken over
by Barbara Drummond and Mary Ellen Stevens-Dawson. A group of
Desert Skies youth helped put the kits together each month. UMW
extends heartfelt thanks to Barbara, Mary Ellen and all the youth who
faithfully continued to work on the hygiene kits until the COVID-19
pandemic stopped production.

It is time to restart our Helping Hands project. UMW will continue to
provide the funds, while responsibility is now passing on to the Zippy
49’ers Circle and Janet Holland, who is the new project coordinator. The
five recipient organizations have been contacted and some of their
needs have changed. Instead of delivering to all five organizations every
month, we will now serve one organization each month, giving them a
much larger delivery than they received monthly. As we rotate from one

(Continued on page 8)
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Profile

Hi, | am Peggy Dunlap and it is an honor to have been invited to share
with the members of Desert Skies UMW a bit of my history, even though |
have not been an active member of the UMW. | have served as
Membership Secretary for Desert Skies for about a decade and, with my
husband, Larry, have been a member of this congregation since 1994.
Having built a house about two miles from the church, we decided it
made no sense to continue driving past Desert Skies to attend St. Paul’s
UMC, so we moved our membership and allegiance (and choir
participation) to DSUMC.

A bit of my personal history. | was born info a family descended from a
passenger who arrived at Plymouth, Massachusetts on the Mayflower in
1620. Many of the male descendants became business men or
clergymen, mostly Presbyterian ministers. The family legend was that
when my grandfather and grandmother had to decide the
denomination to which they'd belong, they decided that it would be
easier to cool down the Methodist (my grandmother) than to warm up
the Presbyterian (my grandfather)! | didn’t know that story until Larry and
| were deciding to transfer our membership to St. Paul's UMC here in
Tucson, and | was feeling a bit of guilt at abandoning my family history.
Then | also discovered that most of my mother's family were Methodists!

Peggy Dunlap

(Continued on page 4)

Feb. 26 General Meeting - Emerge

Lauryn Bianco, Vice-President of Operations and Philanthropy at
Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse, was our speaker at our

February 26th General UMW meeting on Zoom. After we all infroduced “Palm Sunday's thought; Life
ourselves, Adele Edwards read a devotion and prayer on blessings. Then is full of ups and downs.
the sixteen women in attendance learned that domestic abuse is o Glorify God during the ups
pattern of coercive behavior that includes the use or threat of violence and fully trust in Him during
and intimidation for the purpose of gaining power and control over the downs.” - Anonymous

another person. To gain power and control, the abusive person uses
infimidation, coercion or threats, isolation, psychological abuse,
minimizing or denying events, children as a weapon, economic abuse,
and/or entitlement. It can escalate to hitting, forced sex, choking, name
calling, using weapons, pushing, and/or criticizing, all to gain power and
confrol over another. Gender roles also can play a part.

The 24/7 hoftline helps callers figure out if a person is in an abusive
situation. Often when two people start a relationship there is a
honeymoon phase where everyone is on their best behavior and things
are going well. Later, in an abuse situation there are events that cause

tension. As tension builds, eventually there is an explosion and abuse, .
soon followed by a period of calm (no violence - like the honeymoon
period). Many don’'t see the cycle of abuse or understand that it is Emer e

abuse. The cycle speeds up and soon the abuse is daily. C .
enter Against
The center assists callers understand if they are in a domestic abuse Domesﬁc Abuse

situation and what options they have. There are barriers to leaving. Such

(Continued on page 7)
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UMW Event Calendar - 2022
April

1 April Fool's Day

10 Palm Sunday

17 Easter Sunday

20 Zippy 4%ers Circle - 9:30 a.m. —
Fellowship Hall

22 Earth Day

May

8 Mother's Day

Esther Circle — TBD

18 Zippy 4%ers Circle - 9:30 a.m. —
Fellowship Hall

30 Memorial Day

"PALM SUNDAY

CELEBRATE THE KING

“Have a blessed Palm Sunday.
Remember a week before he
was crucified like a criminal, he
rode info the city a king.” -
Anonymous

Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday is April 10th this year. The Old Testament prophesied of Palim
Sunday in Zechariah 9:9 - "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout
aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colf, the foal of a donkey."

Palm Sunday occurs on the Sunday before Easter. This celebration
commemorates Jesus' friumphal entry into Jerusalem, mentioned in each
of the four Gospels. Jesus entered the city knowing He would be tried
and crucified and welcomed His fate to rise from the grave and save us
from sinl Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the
remembrance of Jesus' last days to the cross.

In many churches, Palm Sunday is observed by the blessing and sharing
of palm branches symbolizing the branches placed in front of Christ as
he entered into Jerusalem.

Palm Sunday began in the Jerusalem Church approximately in the late
third century. Observances consisted of hymns, prayers, and Bible

(Continued on page 5)

March. 26 General Meeting - Youth Group

On March 26M, UMW's General meeting had two great presentations,
Desert Skies Youth and Prayer and Self-Denial. We met on Zoom at
9:30am and introduced ourselves. After a prayer and devotion lead by
Adele, Rev. Candace Lansberry introduced us to the Youth program at
Desert Skies. The youth come from five different high schools in Vail and
Tucson. Even though COVID-19 has been a big barrier for everyone at
church, Zoom enabled the youth to support each other and kept them
together. As school started, stopped, and started, the 8-25 youth had
difficulty meeting. Though there were in-person and zoom activities, Rev.
Candace said it was a balancing act to find the best time to meet. Most
of the youth are very active in their schools. She is hoping that next year,
schools will be more stable allowing for a more normal youth group
experience.

Rev. Susan offered a youth program model of 4 S's (study, service, skills,
and social). At the beginning of the year, they rotated but soon found
study and skills drew the fewest attendees. Adding those aspects to a
social or service event was best. Due to busy schedules, only Elie Moffet
could attend our UMW meeting but a few others sent in a short video
about what they like and learn in youth group. Ellie Moffet, Harlie Moffet,
Olivia Goforth, and Lainie Radomsky each talked about the impact of the
4 S model.

We also saw wonderful pictures of the youth having a great time together
playing or in service. We saw or heard about doing art on Zoom, having a
water balloon fight, roller skating, playing miniature golf, and cooking
pasta. Service projects include making four loaves of peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches for Casa Maria monthly, assisting Eric Drummand with his

(continued on page 6)
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Prayer

Lord Jesus, You came to set us free from the tyranny of sin, death, and the
Devil. Yet, there are also tyrants amongst us who lead nations and
rebellions. These tyrants seek to create war and misery amongst the nations.
They exalt themselves above all, including You, Lord Jesus. Therefore,
shatter their weapons. Knock them down off of their pedestal so that wars
may not abound and so that world peace may flourish through Your
anointing spirit. Give us a lasting hope in a world without war. Amen.

Profile (cont.)

I grew up In Ossining, New York, 30 miles north of New York City, where my
father was the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. My high school
classmates did not understand why | wanted to go "way out west” to Ohio
to college, but apparently it was so | would meet my future husband, Larry!
The year of 1962 was a very special one, because | graduated from the
College of Wooster, turned 21 years old, was married and then moved
even further “out west” to Tucson, where we have lived ever since. My first
job was an assistant church secretary for Trinity Presbyterian Church while
Larry was teaching at Catalina High School. We moved to the then “far-
east side” of Tucson where our two sons attended Marshall Elementary
School. By the time our older son, Brian, was to start high school, we moved
a bit further northwest so that both boys could attend Sahuaro High School.
By then, | had decided to obtain a degree in Educational Psychology at
the UA, which | finished just before Brian went off fo college. | worked as a
school psychologist in Amphitheater, Tucson Unified, and Catalina Foothills
School Districts until | retired in 2007.

Reading has always been my way of adventuring out of my own life, and
for the past several years | have been part of three different book clubs. |
have always loved to sing, beginning with a youth choir in church and
continuing through college and until the early 215 century when | had a
paralyzed vocal cord which reduced both my speaking and singing voice.

(Continued on page 5)

Book Report

While on vacation in Hawaii, | read the Daughter of Moloka'i by Alan
Brennert. This book is a sequel to another book | read ten or fifteen years
ago, called Moloka'i by the same author. Since both books take place in
Hawaii, and | had enjoyed the first book so much, | thought what could be
more fun than reading a book with the same setting where | was
vacationing. If you enjoy historical fiction, | highly recommend both books.

Moloka'i by Alan Brennert

Moloka'i is a story set in Honolulu in the 1890s. It tells of young Rachel
Kalama, part of a big loving family. Her dream is to travel one day to
faraway lands, as does her father, a merchant seaman. Then, at age seven,
Rachel discovers she has leprosy. She is forcibly tfaken away from her family
and sent fo Kalaupapa on the island of Moloka'i. Here she witnhesses the
horrors of leprosy, now known as Hansen's Disease.

(continued on page 7)

The disciples went and did as
Jesus had instructed
them. They brought the
donkey and the colt and
placed their cloaks on them
for Jesus to sit on. A very large
crowd spread their cloaks on
the road, while others cut
branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. The
crowds that went ahead of
him and those that followed
shouted,

“"Hosannato the Son of
David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord!”

“Hosannain  the  highest
heaven!”

When Jesus entered
Jerusalem, the whole city
was stired and asked, “Who
is this2"”

The crowds answered, "“This is
Jesus, the prophet from
Nazareth in Galilee.” Matthew
21:6-11

'NATIONAL BESTSELLER

L MOLOKA'I}
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Palm Sunday (cont.)

readings as people traveled through the many holy places within the city.
At the final place, the site of Jesus’ ascent into heaven, the ministry would
recite the biblical passage of Jesus’ victorious enfrance into Jerusalem.
Then as dusk neared, the people would refurn to the city declaring:
“Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord” (Matthew 21:9).

This tradition continued until the sixth and seventh centuries when the
ceremonial blessing of the palms was included. By the eighth century, a
morning procession substituted for the evening one and the Western
Church was celebrating what we now know as “Palm Sunday.”

Taken  from  https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-palm-
sunday-bible-story-and-meaning-today.html

Profile (cont.)

| have regained my speaking voice, but not much of my singing voice. So
now | am exploring other ways of contributing to the life of Desert Skies.
The role | appreciate the most is as the Membership Secretary, which
enables me to meet new families and stay in touch with long term
members.

| look forward to the time when we can all be once again together in
person for worship, community, service, and sharing of God’s love. ~
Peggy Dunlap

Desert Skies Youth

Recipe

Mexican Casserole

“Palm Sundayis like a

glimpse of Easter. It's a 2 tablespoons vegetable oil
litte bit joyful after % pound cubed skinless, boneless chicken breast meat
being somber 2 (1.25 ounce) package taco seasoning mix
during Lent.” - Laura 1 (15 ounce) can black beans, rinsed and drained
Gale 1 (8.75 ounce) can sweet corn, drained

4 cup salsa

1 cup shredded Mexican-style cheese
1 %2 cups crushed plain tortilla chips

1) In a large skillet over medium high heat, sauté chicken in oil until
cooked through and no longer pink inside. Add taco seasoning, beans,
corn, salsa, and a little water to prevent drying out. Cover skillet and
simmer over medium low heat for 10 minutes.

2) Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).

3) Transfer chicken mixture to a 9x13 inch baking dish. Top with 1/2 cup of
the cheese and crushed tortilla chips.

4) Bake in the preheated oven for 15 minutes. Add remaining 1/2 cup
. cheese and bake until cheese is melted and bubbly.
Mexican Casserole https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/25145/mexican-casserole/
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Circles

Methodism founder John Wesley knew the key to social change is small-
group gatherings. Circles are a basic unit of United Methodist Women all
over the world. Desert Skies has three circles that meet monthly for
fellowship, community support, and business. Circles are a great way to
be more connected to the church, UMW members, and God. The support
circles give can be life-changing.

Mary Martha Circle members, due to COVID-19, still are not able to
participate in our activities. We hope to resume soon. ~ Jeann Fishback

Zippy 49’ers Circle met in Fellowship Hall on March 16th. We enjoyed a
delicious brunch provided by Janet Holland and Flo Personeus. Our study
topic of the month focused on the woman who encountered Jesus at
Jacob's Well, from John 4:1-26. Jennifer Cowart, the author of the
book, Fierce Women of the Bible Who Changed the World, suggests that
we all fry to imagine what it would be like to have a personal encounter
with Jesus and the importance of sharing His love and message with as
many people as possible. We enjoyed the morning of fellowship, study,
and intercessory prayer.

Upcoming meetings will be in Fellowship Hall on April 20t and May 18t at
9:30 a.m. On April 20" we will be thinking about Dorcas (Acts 9:36-42),
and on May 18t our focus will be on Lois and Eunice, (Acts 16:1-3 and 2
Timothy 1:1-5 and 3:14-17.). Please watfch for more informatfion in the
weekly Skyline e-blast as we approach our meeting dates. All women are
welcome to attend. ~ Mary Broughton

Esther Circle in Vail met this month and are planning to provide breakfast
to the Vail Praise Band as well as several others who help in the setup, tear
down, storage of instruments each week, and provide support to our
Zoom service. We are not meeting in April, but currently plan on meeting
in May. Date and time to be determined. ~ Marty Bond

o N SN

March 26 General Meeting - Youth (cont.)

eagle scout project, and pulling Arundo (invasive plant) from Tanque
Verde wash to help Tucson’s watershed. The youth talked about time
with the pastors, the importance of community social projects, getting to
know other Christian youth, increasing their skills with professionals, and
growing their faith in God.

Candace stated that much of the success of the youth program was also
due to the great adult leaders (Revs. Candace and Susan, Fred Pascoe,
Mike Starace, Connie Kraska, Tammie Eader). Candace thanked Ellie
who aftended the meeting and put together the video. UMW thanks
Candace and the Youth Group for their great presentation.

Jeanne Myers then led the Prayer and Self Denial program. Please see
separate article. ~ Adele Edwards

If you have any questions about
UMW, its meetings and activities,
please contact one of the UMW
Board Members:

President: Adele Edwards

Vice President: Vacant
Secretary: Mary Broughton
Treasurer: Marilyn McKee

Social Action: Jeanne Myers
Membership: Vacant

Greeting Cards: Theo Vandenburg
Prayer Shawl: Sylvia Flagg

Zippy 49'ers Circle: Lorna Niven,
Linda Jakubowski, Mary
Broughton

Mary Martha Circle: Sandy Kleen,

Jeann Fishback

Esther Circle - Marty Bond

Youth Group Leaders and Youth
Cooking
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Feb. 26 General Meeting - Emerge (cont.)

barriers include love, hope that the relationship will get better, fear, financial dependence, lack of self-esteem,
guilt or feelings of obligation, cultural or religious values, children or pets left, isolation or lack of support,
emotional dependance, and immigration status.

Emerge’s model is voluntary. People come to them. The hotline staff help them to understand their situation
and discusses options, but the person chooses. Emerge provides domestic abuse education and safety
planning, assessment, and works fo build self-sufficiency by identification of existing strengths and life skills
education.

Emerge partners with many in the community such as mental health groups and homeless shelters. If the person
needs to leave immediately, Emerge has an emergency shelter that had 13 communal beds. Covid-19 forced
them to move to a hotel and now with donations of over $3.3 million they will move into a new building with 26
small aparfments and a communal space. The center also provides case management and therapy for
parents and kids. In 2020 Emerge served over 5,000 women, children, and sometimes men. Emerge also
provides legal services, including lawyer referrals, referrals to legal clinics, and victims’ rights education.

Emerge works with the police and sheriff's departments to provide training in the use of a screening tool used to
assess risk in domestic abuse situations. Emerge is a much larger organization than we realized, with a current
staff of eighty and an annual budget of $7,000,000 (of which $2 million comes from individual donations). To
learn more, go to their website https://emergecenter.org/ or for their 24/7 mulitilingual hotline call 1-888-428-010
or the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. ~ Adele Edwards

Book Report (cont.)

Scared and alone, Rachel eventually makes new friends trying to
replace the family she misses so. Haleola, her adopted "“auntie,” feaches
Rachel the rich culture and mythology of her people. Sister Mary
Catherine Voorhies, one of the Franciscan sisters who care for the young
girls at Kalaupapa, guides Rachel’'s Christianity. Rachel also meets the
man she will one day marry and have a daughter with at Kalaupapa.

Daughter of Moloka'i by Alan Brennert

In the sequel to Molokai, we meet the daughter of Rachel, Ruth. The
infant, snatched from her parents at birth on Kalaupapa, is relocated to
the Kapi'olani Home for Girls in Honolulu. Later, Ruth is lucky enough to
be adopted by a Japanese couple. They raise her on a strawberry and
grape farm in California in the 1940s. Most of the book is devoted to
Ruth's internment at Manzanar Relocation Camp during World War I
and the unjust freatment her family suffers there. Not so different in some
ways as her unknown mother experienced. Years later, Ruth receives a
letter that will change her life. This story reads with the beauty and history
of both Hawaiian and Japanese cultures.

| enjoyed both books. They are emotionally rich family sagas that
illustrate how our past influences our future. But | think Moloka'i was my
favorite.

Alan Brennert wrote another book called Honolulu. | have not read this
book yet but plan to, as | heard it is excellent. Honolulu is a stand-alone
book, having nothing to do with the Moloka'i books. ~ Linda Jakubowski
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Helping Hands (cont.)

group to another, we will keep in touch and provide them with the items they need the most. Currently, all but one
of the organizations prefer items separated by product rather than in kits.

How can you help? ICS has made a special request for travel sized hygiene products. Small kits will be put together
that can be given to homeless men and women at the same time they receive food from the ICS mobile food
banks. We will appreciate receiving any unused travel items you may bring home from upcoming trips. There will be
a receptacle labeled, "Helping Hands Hygiene Products,” on the Sanctuary Pafio where these items can be
placed.

A special thank you to EVERYONE who has worked on the Helping Hands Hygiene Kits through the years. This
includes those who have made the purchases, the donors of hygiene items, the kit assemblers, and many who
have made the deliveries. And, of course, the funds have come from UMW through the greatly appreciated
allocation of Flea Market money. Your time and your ‘Helping Hands' have made life a little easier, and much
nicer, for people of all ages in our community. ~ Mary Broughton

Prayer and Self-Denial

During the March 26" General Meeting, Jeanne Myers led the Prayer and Self-Denial program. The calendar, sent
earlier in the month, is a fun way to raise funds. We learned that our donated funds will support the deaconesses
(women) program of the United Methodist Church. They and home missioners (men) are lay people who are called
by God to be in a lifetime relationship in The United Methodist Church for engagement with a full-time vocation in
ministries of love, justice, and service. Together they form a covenant community that is rooted in scripture,
informed by history, driven by mission, ecumenical in scope, and global in outreach.

The first deaconesses were commissioned in the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1889 and in the United Brethren
fradition in 1897. Deaconesses pre-dated social workers and worked like local missionaries bringing healing,
services, and advocacy fo areas of extreme poverty in cities throughout our country. Until 1927, deaconesses were
required to wear nun-like garb, lived together in deaconess homes, and received $8 a month for living expenses.
Marriage was not allowed for deaconesses until 1959.

In the 20th century, the deaconess office is now supported by United Methodist Women. They work in vocations
related to education, healthcare, advocacy, environmental justice, poverty, community organizing, immigration,
administration, and more. They are consecrated by a bishop to a lifetime of service and appointed to their
ministries within the annual conference where they serve.

There are about 400 currently serving in the Order of Deaconess and Home Missioner. Even in refirement, they
continue to be involved in ministry. You will find them as leaders throughout the community and neighboring
churches, nurturing candidates for the deaconess or home missioner as they take their classes, and attending and
leading conferences and workshops.

We heard about 4 deaconesses, Cecil, from the Philippines, who is now retfired but served by teaching; Monica,
from Jamaica, who educates and advocates for the disabled and changing laws to improve accessibility; Tracy, a
special education teacher who works to stop the school to prison pipeline by assisting students to see their full
potential; and Kady, from Vietnam, who advocates for women leaders in the Hmong community while working as
a Hmong medical interpreter to reduce injustice and help patients have a voice.

After completing your calendar for prayer and self-denial, please send your checks to Marilyn, made out to UMW
with Prayer and Self-Denial in the memo line. Thanks in advance for your support. ~ Adele Edwards




