
                                                           An e-news blast of Desert Skies United Methodist Church  April 12, 2022 

   THE SKYLINE 
        This Week at Desert Skies                                                        
 
             The Office Hours Are:  
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am ~ 4:00 pm.  
We have an office volunteer on Fridays   
         from  9:00 am ~ 12:00 pm. 
 
The office will be closed on Monday, April 
18th in observance of Easter Sunday.   
 
We are offering In-Person Worship Services 
at both Campuses:  
       Traditional: 8:30 am/10:00 am  
         Houghton Campus-Sanctuary   
               Online at 10:00 am: 
 https://desertskiesumc.online.church   
 (also available live on YouTube and 
 Facebook).  
          Traditional with Praise Band: 
                          10:00 am  
  Vail Campus-The Peak (auditorium)        
      Online via Zoom at 10:00 am: 
https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/94503592761?
pwd=SXpBalZnaTVLS0VLTHpUWDFXU
EhhQT09         
Meeting ID: 945 0359 2761 
Passcode: 240991   

                     HOLY WEEK 
Tuesday, April 12 
9:00 Helping Hands          Houghton-Kitchen 
10:00 am Lenten Book Study:  
              “Witness at The Cross” 
                                        via Zoom/Room # 2 
                                                         via Zoom 
12:30 pm Staff Meeting                  Room # 2 
6:30 pm Missions/Social Concerns via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, April 13   
11:00 Zero Waste task Force          via Zoom 
3:30 pm Grief Group                       via Zoom 
5:00 pm The Wired Word               via Zoom  
6:00 pm Adult Bells                       Sanctuary                         
7:00 pm Adult Choir                       Sanctuary  
 
Thursday, April 14-Maundy Thursday 
7:30 am Walking Group   
                  Civano Neighborhood parking lot 
10:00 am Coffee Chat                     via Zoom 
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service 
                                                        Sanctuary  
Friday, April 15-Good Friday 
6:00 pm Good Friday Hike  
                                       Broadway Trailhead 
Saturday, April 16 
9:00 am Campus Cleanup               Houghton   
9:30 am Vail Praise Band        
4:00 pm Houghton Praise Band      Sanctuary 
              Youth Lock-in                  Houghton   
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                                              Palm Sunday in Vail  

 
                                                          "Between the Tracks"  

                              Desert Skies Helps the Vail Community Celebrate Creation 

In anticipation of both Easter and Earth Day, Desert Skies was up and running our Community Engagement booth at the 

"Land Between the Tracks Vendor Fair" in Vail on Saturday. This was our third time to provide engagement activities 

this spring, and folks are starting to look forward to seeing us each month! Activities included rock painting and planting a 

mini flower garden. There were conversations about waving palms on Sunday, Easter Celebrations, school, plans for the 

summer, opportunities for new life, and caring for our environment. All wrapped in the grace of God who is surely with us 

all this Holy Week.    

                                    Learning Guitar in Youth Group…a Skill-Building Adventure  

Led by our Director of Music, Ryan Phillips, our Desert Skies Youth learned a Taylor Swift song while learning all about 

the guitar. Learning new skills is part of our youth program! In addition to guitar, we have learned to paint, draw, build, 

cook, and more!!!  



                                              From The Trustees Committee  

The Trustees Committee agreed to organize a campus cleanup on Saturday, April 16th, in anticipation of spif-

fing up the campus for Easter. We'll be meeting in front of the Sanctuary at 9:00 am! We ask folks to bring their 

own tools. ie. clippers, rakes, weed hoes, wheel barrels and gloves.  

 

Please come out and help us get ready for Easter!! For more info or questions, please contact Mike Cline, Chair 

of Trustees.   

                                                                        Announcements 
 
UMW- Ladies, If you have not received your copy of the April UMW newsletter, The Joyful Noise, you will 
find them on the table to the right of the doors as you are leaving the Sanctuary.  
 
Zippy 49'ers Circle -Our next meeting will be on April 20th, at 9:30 a.m., in Fellowship Hall. We 
will start with fellowship and a light brunch followed by intercessory prayer and a program based on 
Dorcas, Acts 9:36-42. All women are invited to attend!  
 
UMW Esther Circle Vail-will not meet in April. We plan to meet in May. Watch this space for  
date, time and location.     

UMW-will not be having a Board Meeting nor a General meeting in April, May, June, or July. I will reach out 
to you when we start back up or if we have any mid-summer activities.  
 
DSUMC Grief Group-via Zoom on Wednesday afternoons at 3:30 pm. This is an ongoing group where 
each person’s needs will be taken into account. The book I would highly recommend is Rev. Bob Deits’ book, 
Life After Loss. He has six editions with the last a white cover published in May 2017 that is available on 
smile.amazon.com and in audiobook at the library. If you are interested please contact Jeann Fishback via email 
fishback@ns.arizona.edu or call Jeann at 520-850-9723. The Zoom link can be found under the Online Coffee 
Hours, Book Studies and Groups via Zoom to Help us Connect!! 

Thursday Meditation Walking Group ~ Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the public parking area located in the Ci-
vano neighborhood. 5261 S Civano Blvd. This joyful group invites everyone who wants to get outside for some 
fresh air, a little exercise, conversation, and/or some quiet meditation. Walk as long and as far as you wish, usu-
ally up to three miles. For more information, e-mail Rev. Susan at revsusan@desertskiesumc.org .   
                                        
Snak Pak Ministry-We have updated the mobile pantry. We have moved to just the afternoon where we will 
pack and distribute the bags to the families who come after school. You are welcome to come for the whole 
time or whenever you are able to join us. If you are able to join us or have any questions, please contact Eileen 
Starace at 520-907-2121 or eileens11@cox.net or Karen Anderson karenhummer007@gmail.com. or 520-991-
3833. Friday, Apr. 22: 1:00 ~ 4:00     Friday, May 20: 1:00 ~ 4:00 

                                 EMERGENCY FOOD BOXES AVAILABLE!!  

The DSUMC ELF Ministry is available to the Tanque Verde and Vail communities and beyond because of the generosity 
of our Desert Skies Church Family and friends. We also need your help to identify any families or individuals in our com-
munities that need emergency food assistance.  
Your contacts for getting one or more food boxes are:  
 
 Tucson - Mary Jo Floyd, 478-320-1780  or maryjofloyd39@gmail.com  
 
 Vail - Rev Susan, 702-354-9317 or revsusan@desertskiesumc.org 
 
You may pick up a food box and deliver it personally or provide us with the contact information, and we will arrange for 
the pick up or delivery. This is an ongoing ministry and appreciates non perishable items any time. The blue ELF Ministry 
donation bin will continue to be in front of the church office from 9 a. m. until noon on Mondays.  

mailto:fishback@ns.arizona.edu
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=5261+S+Civano+Blvd+Tucson%2C+AZ+85747
mailto:revsusan@desertskiesumc.org
mailto:eileens11@cox.net
mailto:karenhummer007@gmail.com
mailto:maryjofloyd39@gmail.com
mailto:revsusan@desertskiesumc.org


                    Online Coffee Hours, Book Studies and Groups via Zoom to Help us Connect!! 
                                           
Vail Contemporary Worship Service On-line-via Zoom at 10:00 am-All our welcome!  
ZOOM LINK: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/94503592761?pwd=SXpBalZnaTVLS0VLTHpUWDFXUEhhQT09 
Meeting ID: 945 0359 2761 Passcode: 240991   
 
 
Christ Café-join your friends face-to-face via Zoom each Sunday at 11:00 am (immediately following the services).    
Zoom link: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/94000601494?pwd=YmI0NWZ5K0FlNjhLSGx3a1VrcWp6UT09  
Meeting ID: 940 0060 1494  Passcode: 756768  
 
 
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am-Lenten Book Study: “Witness at the Cross” by Amy-Jill Levine ~ via Zoom/Room #2     
Zoom Link: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98224572943?pwd=MUtHaGxmaHBHWXllVms5QUZ3eWF1dz09 
Meeting ID: 982 2457 2943  Passcode: 851791 
 
 
DSUMC Grief Group on Wednesdays at 3:30 pm-This is an ongoing group where each person’s needs will be taken into 
account. Jeann Fishback will facilitate and she highly recommends Rev Bob Deits’ book Life After Loss. He has six  
editions with the last a white cover published in May 2017 that is available on smile.amazon.com and in audiobook at the 
library.  
Zoom Link: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/94452115435?pwd=OWhOVXFSMFgxTUlwcEpDK0FSUDZRZz09 

Meeting ID: 944 5211 5435    Passcode 895474 

 
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm-The Wired Word   
Join Zoom Meeting: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98627546289?pwd=eExKNEtlc09MVFhqdlJTaElpdnJFdz09 
Meeting ID: 986 2754 6289  Passcode: 467422  
Each week we send out two articles for discussion. We encourage people to read the articles before the meeting (although, 
that is not required) so that you can formulate your thoughts and questions and then, present them in an open, non-
judgmental forum for further discussion within the group. 
 
 
Thursdays at 10:00 am-Coffee Chat  
Join Zoom Meeting: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/98653811783?pwd=YVFVbFJCbHhzRVZuM2hJVkhOTmliQT09 
Meeting ID: 986 5381 1783   Passcode: 333879  
 
Thursdays at 6:00 pm-Lenten Book Study: “Witness at the Cross” by Amy-Jill Levine ~ via Zoom.     
Join Zoom Meeting: https://dscumc.zoom.us/j/95885507532?pwd=RjhGSzFqelFFbTh5ckV6MkZJQ2YwQT09 
Meeting ID: 958 8550 7532  Passcode: 723275 

                                             Our Lenten Worship Series runs through Friday, April 15th.  
                                         The season of Lent is both rich and scary. The season is rich because we are invited to dig deep 
                                             into our faith practices and determine whether we are on the right path to becoming disciples of 
                                             Jesus Christ. We are encouraged to look at our whole lives and then to lay them alongside the 
                                             life of Christ and see how we measure up. That is where the scary part comes in. 
  
April 14th-Maundy Thursday                                                 April 15th-Good Friday    
 Sermon: Do You Know What I Have Done?                         Good Fr iday Meditation Walk  
 Scripture: John  13:1-17; 31b-35                                             6:00 pm-7:00 pm -Broadway Trailhead, Cactus Forest    
                                                                                                                                                         

 
Stay Tuned for Our New Easter to Pentecost Worship Series “We Are Witnesses” be-
ginning on Easter Sunday, April 17th.                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Let our prayers be prayers of celebration of the gift that Easter is, but also for the strength to 
live into the promise of new life. Let there be a call to new life and new living. And that life 

is lived out loud in as public a way as possible. And the light and life of Easter invites us to see all that is still of 
death in our world—not just in our individual hearts, but in our community and in our world. We give witness 
to new possibilities and new hope because of Easter. We give witness to the end of hate, the end of war, the end 
of division, and the end of injustice. Because of Easter, we are witnesses to a new kin-dom—because God raised 
Jesus from the dead. 
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                                               Children’s Ministry at Desert Skies        
All children are invited to join us for a very special Easter Sunday! We will have the Easter Story to share, fun 
crafts & activities and of course the traditional Easter Egg Hunt! Hope to see you there….Houghton or Vail 
Campus…at 10:00am!                

                                      Houghton Campus: 10:00 am in Room # 3       

                                Vail Campus-Mica Mountain H.S.: 10:00 am in the One-Room Sunday School 

                                              THANK YOU DESERT SKIES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

       
 
 
 

          
  
 



                  March ~ April 2022 Issue of The Upper Room  

 
You can pick one up in the Church Office, Sanctuary, or if you would like a copy mailed to you, please 

email Tammy at: office@desertskiesumc.org with your request or you can use the link below for a digital 

copy.  

 

     The Upper Room and El Aposento Alto at https://www.upperroom.org/standingorderchurches.   

                                          Prayers for Our Churches 2022  

 

You are encouraged to be praying for the churches and pastors of the South District. Several 

churches will be listed each month for your prayer covering. It is encouraging to know that other 

churches are praying with and for each other. Please pray for the pastors, congregation, and 

community.                                                                                      

                                                                      APRIL                                                                                                                                

                                                       Christ Church  UM, Tucson   

                                                          Community UMC, Bowie   

                                                  Campus Ministry U of A, Tucson    

                                                                             Prayer Requests 

                Just a friendly reminder that if you have a prayer request, please email Pat Walker at  

                  msnodlepray@gmail.com  and/or click this link: https://desertskiesumc.org/contact/    

                                                        Bible Readings                
 

Apr. 12-I Sam. 13; 1 Chr. 2, 3; II Cor. 12 
Apr. 13-I Sam. 14; I Chr. 4; II Cor. 13  
Apr. 14-I Sam. 15, 16; I Chr. 5; Mt. 1 
Apr. 15-I Sam. 17; Ps. 9; Mt. 2 
Apr. 16-I Sam. 18; I Chr. 6; Ps. 11; Mt. 3 
Apr. 17-I Sam. 19; I Chr. 7; Ps. 59; Mt. 4 
Apr. 18-I Sam. 20, 21; Ps. 34; Mt. 5   

If you would like a bookmark mailed to you for the months of April-June, please email Tammy at  
office@desertskiesumc.org with your request and one will be mailed to you.                             

                                                       FROM THE STEPHEN MINISTRY TEAM  

    

The Stephen Ministry Team would like you to know that we are available to listen and pray with you.  

 

Each Thursday in the email blast we will provide the Stephen Minister who is on call for the week. (Which begins on Sun-

day and ends the following Saturday.) The Stephen Minister’s name, phone number, and email address will be listed, for 

your reference.   

 

If you are in need of prayer, or just wanting someone to listen to you, The Stephen Ministry Team is available. Please do 

not hesitate to call Rev. Susan Holden at (702) 354-9317. You are not alone, we are here to walk with you during a difficult 

time.    
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